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CERTIFICATE. 



We hereby certify that Mr. Philip Hurd hath raised 
seven thousand five hundred and seventy young oaks, as 
described in his aforesaid letter, which are all now on the 
land in a healthy and thriving state. 

Peter Shiells, 

Gardener to the said Mr. Hurd. 
Thomas Aston, Jun. F.H.S. 

43, Upper Guildford-street. 



No. II. 

EMBANKING LAND FROM THE SEA. 

The Large Gold Medal, being the premium offered, 
teas this session given to Henry Blytb, Esq. of 
Burnham, in Norfolk, for EMBANKING 253 ACRES OF 
Land from the Sea. The following communication 
on the subject has been received from the candidate. 

Sir, Lynn, January 24, 1824. 

I HAVE great pleasure in forwarding to you the accom- 
panying documents relative to the embankment of the 
Burnham Deepdale salt-marsh ; and in adding my testi- 
mony to the zeal displayed by Mr. Blyth in carrying 
forward a measure of great public utility, in a district where 
fresh marshes are much wanted, not only against the for- 
midable obstacles presented by nature, but against the 



G AGRICULTURE. 

prejudices of his neighbours, who entertained groundless 
apprehensions in regard to the result. 

Mr. Blyth's character is so well known as an agricul- 
turist, that it is needless for me to do more than to recom- 
mend bis claim to the favourable notice of the Society. 

I am, Sir, 

A. Aikin, Esq. &c - &c - &c - 

Secretary, fyc. fyc. Fred. Lane. 



Sir, Burnham, January 21, 1824. 

I BEG leave to offer to the Society for the encouragement 
of Arts, &c. a claim for the premium offered by them for 
reclaiming land from the sea. 

The marsh on which the embankment was made is si- 
tuated in Burnham Deepdale, in the county of Norfolk, 
and contained three hundred and forty-eight acres, subject 
to the overflowing of the ordinary spring tides, sometimes 
to the depth of four or five feet, (and with a north-west 
gale of six feet), and intersected with numerous creeks ;- 
but, being covered with a short sward or turf, affording 
pasturage for sheep during the spring tides, but that only 
in the summer and autumn. 

The embankment was begun in April 1822, and com- 
pleted during the following winter : it is one mile and a 
half long, — its base seventy feet, — height ten feet, — outer 
slope, or face, five feet to one, — inner slope, or back, one 
and a half feet to one, — top five feet. The embankment 
includes a puddle wall, three feet thick, to within a foot of 
the top. There is a foreground of twenty feet between 
the foot of the bank and the excavation, and of thirteen 
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feet between the back of the bank and a drain cut parallel 
with it to convey the fresh water to the sluice. The sluice 
is built of brick, on a platform of wood, with a tunnel fifty 
feet long and five feet diameter, with land and sea doors 
at the respective ends. The bank is all turfed over with 
four-inch flags, with the exception of the top which is 
gravelled. The flags were taken from the spare ground 
outside, which, from the irregularity of the boundary, could 
not be brought within the bank, which encloses two hun- 
dred and fifty-three acres within the drain. 

A great increase of pasture was found last year. Part 
is now broken up, and prepared for being sown with oats ; 
part has been sown down with grass seeds, which are 
growing well ; the remaining part will be brought to tillage 
as quickly as circumstances will admit. 

The above embankment was executed under the in- 
spection of Mr. Telford, civil engineer. Some land was 
also enclosed in the adjoining parish, under similar cir- 
cumstances, by the Earl of Orford. 

The highest tides on this coast are with a north-west 
wind. The gale on the 31st October had no effect on the 
bank, which bids fair to stand against any washing of the 
tides. 

Enclosed are certificates from two neighbouring gentle- 
men, well acquainted with the ground in question. 

I am, Sir, 

A. Aikin, Esq. &c ' &c - &c - 

Secretary, fyc. Sfc. HENKY BLYTH. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex was pleased 
to inspect the work, and express his gratification on seeing 
it during its construction. 
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CERTIFICATES. 

January 22, 1824. 
I DO hereby certify, that Mr. Blyth of Burnham did 
reclaim from the sea, and effectually enclose from the 
overflowing of the tides, by a most substantial embank- 
ment, the largest part of the salt marshes in the parish of 
Burnham Deep'dale, amounting by admeasurement to two 
hundred and fifty-three acres. 

William Bolton, 

Rector of Brancasler- 



Burnham, Norfolk, January 22, 1824. 
THIS is to certify, that Mr. Blyth of Burnham did, 
during the year 1822, effectually enclose and secure from 
the overflowing of the tides the greatest part of the salt 
marsh within the parish of Burnham Deepdale, in the said 
county of Norfolk, amounting by admeasurement to two* 
hundred and fifty-three acres. 

John Glasse, 

Rector of Burnham- 



